
AGRICULTURE:

Agriculture is a growing industry in West Virginia.  There are about 20,000 farms
statewide on 3.7 million acres of land.  Gross farm income totals $502.9 million.
Agricultural uses include poultry production, crop production including hay and corn,
cattle, sheep and other livestock operations, and small aquaculture operations. 
Approximately 13,000 or 65% of the 20,000 farms are currently Soil Conservation
District cooperators.  District cooperators are required to have a conservation plan.

The programs that West Virginia currently has, includes numerous watershed based,
regional and statewide programs to address agricultural non point source threats to
surface and groundwater.  The West Virginia Stream Partners Program provides mini-
grants up to $5000 to watershed associations for watershed improvement projects. 
Assistance is also provided to develop grant proposals and carry out restoration
projects.  Assistance also comes from USDA, which provides cost-share incentives to
control erosion from cropland and other related agriculture best management practices.
The main nonpoint source pollutants associated with agriculture include nutrients,
fertilizers, sediments, pathogens and toxins.   Management plans include addressing
eroding lands by improving vegetative cover, as in the Grasslands Management
Program and restoring wetlands to help in cleansing waterways, as in the Wetland
Reserve Program.  The Water Quality Incentive Program is a three year program that
provides funds and technical assistance to help landowners treat runoff from pastures,
croplands, and livestock grazing lands.  This ultimately aims to reduce nutrient load into
nearby waters.

Specific goals in the management plan for agriculture include:

1.  Provide support to and coordination with WV Watershed Management Framework to
identify, prioritize, and implement watershed projects though the year 2005.  

2.  Provide support and guidance to local watershed associations with agricultural
nonpoint source issues through the year 2005.

3.  Establish riparian buffers and improve BMP technology to reduce impacts to surface
waters from soil erosion on agricultural lands with a focus on priority watersheds
identified through the Watershed Management Framework to achieve compliance with
water quality standards by 2010. 

4.  Develop and implement nutrient management plans with agriculture producers to
manage 580,000 lbs of nitrogen and 420,000 lbs of phosphorus per year.

5.  Reduce reliance on government for implementation of the presidress nitrogen
testing program (PSNT) to free up professional staff time to allow for broader education
and technical assistance.



6.  Work with the agriculture community on the installation of agriculture best
management practices with a focus on priority watersheds identified through Watershed
Management Framework, TMDLs, etc. through the year 2005.

7.  Obtain a better understanding of the movement or transport of phosphorus through
the soil to establish appropriate best management practices by 2005.

8.  Evaluate status of Animal Feeding Operations (AFOs) in West Virginia.

9.  Coordinate with WVDA, WVSCA, USDA, CES, WV Department of Health and
Human Resources and others to establish waste management guidelines for
aquaculture.

10.  Manage pesticides on 5000 acres to protect surface and ground water by 2005.

11.  Implement pesticide container disposal program coordinated by WV Department of
Agriculture.

12.  Develop professional and credible field staff through 2005.

13.  Manage 3,000,000 lbs of nitrogen, 6,000,000 lbs of phoshorus and save 200,000
tons of soil through the statewide grassland management program by 2005.

14.  Conduct 55 (1 per county) presentations of WV Watersafe Program by 2005.

15.  Use the Agriculture Water Quality Loan Program (AgWQLP) in  priority watersheds
(including TMDL watersheds) in West Virginia to encourage implementation of needed
best management practices through 2005.

16.  Plan for nutrient and animal waste to reduce NPS impacts to surface and ground
water by managing 65,000 lbs of nitrogen, 45,000 lbs of phosphorus and reduce soil
erosion by 6500 tons, with a focus on priority watersheds identified through the
Watershed Management Framework by 2005.

17.  Improve and protect surface and groundwater in the South Branch, Potomac by
managing 134,000 tons of animal waste consisting of 11,691,200 lbs of nitrogen and
8,170,400 tons of phosphorus by 2005.

18.  Coordinate efforts between agencies through WVDA Laboratory facilities through
2005.

19.  Utilize USDA Environmental Quality Incentive Program and other available
programs to provide financial assistance to implement water quality best management
practices in watersheds targeted through the WV Watershed Management Framework
through 2005.



20.  Work to address issues related to the urban/rural interface in the growing Eastern
Panhandle and other areas of the state through 2005.

21.  Improve data management and tracking of BMPs to show and measure water
quality improvements through 2005.

22.  Conduct conservation and water quality education presentations and programs
through 2005.

23.  Increase public involvement in agriculture NPS program.


